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Membership

We have not finalized all the details of the changes to the methods we
will use to communicate to the membership, but can provide you with
D(1E?#F,E?#
details of some changes.

Fred Croydon
fredngale@wavecable.com

Newsletter Editor
Gale Marple
fredngale@wavecable.com

Web Master
Jeff Lee
jtekusa@gmail.com

Tech Support

Pat Olson
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patscorvair@frontier.com
Roland Martin
rolandmartin@earthlink.net

Your new Vice President, Ron Zentner, will take G&EH&'A#9&,(2#
over the job of maintaining communications, promoting events by e-mail with all members,
much as Andy Clark has done during the past few years. So, whenever
you plan to attend an event, send an e-mail to Ron at rczentner@frontier.
com and he will maintain the list of participants
as he continues to let
G&EH&'A#9&,(2#
the rest of us know who will be attending.
We have a temporary web site up and running. It is not complete in content,)?(#"*,C1&,#I,*+8#
but may be used to check on events that the club is aware of. We
will continue to use our original web site as the official communication
tool with the world. The URL for the temporary web site is:

http://northcascadescorvairs.weebly.com/index.html
!"#$%&'()$*+,-.-,-#)#
%//-0!V#827/99!U+F/'!]-&'/!
Q'/#)6#(-0!!"#$"%&'()$*+),&-!
Copy and paste it into your favorites list,
use it to check on the events
^+$/'+/(0!!
!!!H&4$(1+2!@!_+$/S#';(!
schedule, and any event details that are
received by the club. There is
!!!"&8#+$/!"/!V1#7/'-&$!Z(-#-/!
!!!X/,)!&6!-1/!^&&;(!
also a ‘members only’ section that requires
a password to enter, and that
!!!H1/!I&'-!^+$/!V&82#$S!
will be where we store the archived newsletters.
That password will be
!!!P&-.(9#$;!_+$/S#';(!
!!!%H!P/18#$!^+$/'S!
provided to members by e-mail as they
pay their dues for the year.

Your editor has chosen to use the
)?(#"*,C1&,#I,*+8#
colors of the 1961 Corvairs,
at least
0,(6#as close as I can come on a computer screen. Can you remember their
5+6&+()$78&9"80)##
names? (Answers
on page 8.)
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The North Cascades Corvairs, (NCC) car club is chartered Chapter 982%//-0!V#827/99!U+F/'!]-&'/!
of the Corvair Society of America, (CORSA).
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!
NCC
serves
the North Puget Sound region of Washington State and areas
of the Lower Mainland of British Colum"#$!%&'()!*+,-.'/(0!!1--203344456#,/7&&)5,&83#97.85212:#+;<=>?@@AAB+;<CADC>E=?DEB(#F/;!GH1/(/!#'/!&$!I#,/7&&)J!
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Club membership
is open to anyone who shares our interest in the
Corvair automobile, ownership of a Corvair
!
!!!"&8#+$/!"/!V1#7/'-&$!Z(-#-/!
! required. Annual dues are $20, or $23 for non-CORSA members.
is not
We welcome all to join us at our regular
!!!X/,)!&6!-1/!^&&;(!
monthly meeting. Please contact Fred Croydon at 360-466-2266 or fredngale@wavecable.com
for the latest meet!!!H1/!I&'-!^+$/!V&82#$S!
!!!P&-.(9#$;!_+$/S#';(!
ing date, time and location information.
!!!%H!P/18#$!^+$/'S!
!!
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Christmas Party.

Treasurer’s Report
December, 2012
Beginning Balance on 11/30/12
Expenses
Hall Rental		
Food			
Office Supplies

2101.28

50.00
140.61
28.44

Income
Dues			
206.00
Ending Balance on 1/1/13		

2088.23

by Fred Croydon  

On December 8th, the NCC got together for another
party It was held at the Shelter Bay Clubhouse in La
Conner. The local yacht club had decorated the room
beautifully, and it really looked festive. Twenty-five of
us attended and had a grand time. A local restaurant
provided the turkey and potatoes, and the members
brought many yummy side dishes and desserts. Ron
Zentner brought his accordian and sound system and
serenaded us. He even persuaded us to come up in
small groups and sing Christmas Carols. We all had a
warm and happy time. Here are some photos from that
event. 					
—Gale Marple

Your 2013 Dues
are Due
Anyone who has not paid their dues to activate
their 2013 Membership by the end of January
2013, will be removed from this mailing list that
sends out the url for the monthly Newsletter. That
means this may be your last newsletter, unless you
pay your dues.
Dues are $20 US/year for members that are also
affliated with CORSA, and in that case you should
provide your CORSA number. All Non-CORSA
members pay $23 US/year.
You can fill out the pdf form attached to the e-mail
sending you the address for the Newsletter, or you
can go to our website to the “join” section, which
provides you with the form, and instructions.
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Jeff Lee
Computer Help
Support, Security
Web Development

jtekusa@wavecable.com

EconoRun for May 2013
2013 Pacific Northwest
40th Annual
Corvair Econorun
May 17, 18, 19

Wenatchee
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Wenatchee, Washington

The 2013 Pacific Northwest Corvair EconoRun will
be hosted by Corvairs Northwest in Wenatchee
Washington this year.
Wenatchee appears to be the most central location in
Washington State, with all major roads from all clubs
in the great Northwest leading in that direction.

An added bonus is that May is the Apple Blossom
Festival time of the year.
Put this event on your calendars, and the CNW committee in charge of the event will be putting out more
detail information soon.
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Fred’s Winter Project , part 2
The winter project to freshen up the engine compartment of the Corvair is still underway. The time I
though I had has slipped by with Holiday activities,
and cold rainy weather. The garage is unheated, and
there were some days I did not feel like working out
there. But progress is being made.
Five large pieces of sheet metal (shrouds) and five
smaller pieces (belt guard, crankcase breather clip,
etc.) were degreased, and sent to Skagit Powder Coating for sand blasting to clean up and powder coat in
black. Those pieces came back in four days and look
great.

Each piece was individually wrapped in clear plastic
for protection, and was in a neat bundle when I arrived. See the picture. When I removed the wrapping
of the fan cover I was very pleased with the results.
this clean bright surface will be easy to keep clean.

Cleaning the engine compartment was another
story. I always thought I was doing a decent job of
cleaning, but was amazed at how much grime was
exposed with all the parts out of the way. A good pair
of gloves and degreaser was the first step, followed
by lacquer thinner to prepare it for painting. There
are lots of little corners and tight spaces to get into.

Finally got around to masking things off and sprayed
with a rattle can a coat of high temperature gloss
black. See pictures of the front of the compartment
before and after.
Next month I hope to show you things being assembled again, and maybe even finished.
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Follow this link to a temporary NCC web site for updates on the schedule, and the cruise. http://northcascadescorvairs.weebly.com/index.html
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The NCC Sweetheart cruise is scheduled for February
16. It will start in the late morning in Burlington, and
travel north on Chuckanut Drive to Bellingham, then
!across to Lake Samish, then back down along the
!"#$%&'%
(")*)+,-%.)/$-%
lake to Old 99, and back to Burlington. (However, we
are considering doing this route in reverse order. Not
sure yet.) There will be a surprise stop somewhere
along the line for fun, games, and socializing.
If you are interested in participation, VP Ron Zentner
will be the coordinator and you should send him an
e-mail at rczentner@frontier.com

Sweetheart Cruise

R

Sweetheart Cruise

VA I

Love a Corvair
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7K Miles with Safeguard Ignition Control
by Ron Zentner
to preclude spark knock.

After 8K miles, the rebuilt engine ran well but needed
so much static ignition retard, to prevent spark knock,
that it would barely idle. A compression test revealed
unexpected 195 psi for all six, with a freshly calibrated
gage.
Problem: the compression ratio after squeezing down
the head space to get .040 squish zone clearance created too high a compression ratio.
Solution: the full-up Safeguard system with spark
knock sensing and active control of ignition timing.
This includes the knock sensor indicator gage; along
with exhaust oxygen sensing and monitoring. Rightaway this showed that when running well, the Corvair
engine always needed a richer-than-stochiometric fuel
mixture. Probably one of the three cylinders runs lean
due to the 2 into three manifold setup. Even with the
smooth running rich mixture the car still gets 25 MPG,
typical for a Corvair.
Next, the knock sensor showed that the stock 140
advance curve was causing the worst spark knock at
2000-2500 RPM with this engine. The oxygen sensor confirmed that this was not being caused by lean
carburation, so the mechanical spark advance, which
is very aggressive in the 140 distributor at these RPM’s
gets the blame.

The breakthrough came when I realized that the
Safeguard Computer could be modified to include a
manual real time ignition timing adjustment—from
the drivers seat. A control knob was added providing
timing adjustments from 7 ½ retarded to 7½ degrees
advanced, compared to the static timing. Now under
steady driving conditions the engine can be advanced
to over 40 degrees, where it runs freely and well, and
still be quickly dialed-back for hill climbing and
acceleration.
I still would not recommend this high compression
ratio. The manual ignition control makes a nice
work-around for my engine, but I still can’t accelerate through the 2000-2500 RPM range at the stock
140 distributor setting, without spark knock. So, I am
probably losing power compared to a lower compression ratio engine at full stock advance. During the
2012 Econorun I continuously adjusted the timing for
maximum advance, while achieving an unspectacular
27.2 MPG.
As per the title, I’ve driven the car another 7,000 miles
since adding the Safeguard System. With its use, I can
run at stock spark advance settings during most conditions, and the engine runs 100 percent better at full
stock advance. My next engine will have 9:1 compression—with .040 squish zone clearance.

This great new information, obtained by driving the car
while watching the knock and oxygen sensors, with
various changes to the carb jet sizes and static ignition
timing—did not fix anything. The Safeguard did protect
the engine by actively retarding the ignition, as needed
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Griot’s Garage
Corvairs Northwest had their Holiday Party on the
weekend after Christmas, and it was held at the Griot’s
Garage in Tacoma. It was a fantastic event coordinated and planned by the CNW Board, but this is not a
report on that event.
I want to cover the demonstration by the Griot
professionals on the use
of their products in cleaning, buffing, polishing, and
waxing a car. I know how
much work it takes to deep
a car in great shape, and
these folks have considered all factors and make
it look easy. This is not an
endorsement of their products, but the stuff really
works as advertised.
They started with a car that had been kissed in the left
rear quarter panel by another car, resulting in scratches
through the paint, and streaks of paint from the other
car. Significant scratches, even to my untrained eye.
The start was to clean the area with their Spray On Car
Wash. They said it worked well because it worked as
a lubricant to lift the abrasive debris from the surface.
A liberal amount sprayed on and wiping strokes in one
direction with a towel that looked like terry cloth with

a long nap.
The next step was to use their 6 inch random orbit buffer/polisher, with 6 speeds, to apply a cleaner/sealer.
The key to the buffer/polisher is the ergonomic shape
for ease of handling, and
the dense foam pads attached.
The cleaner/sealer was
labeled Machine Polish 2,
and identified as a moderate abrasive, compared to
#1, which is more aggressive. The next step was
to move on with the #3
Machine Polish, which
was a finer polish with a
good sealer.
See the magic results below.
The demonstrator then answered many questions
about car care, from what to do with wheels and tires,
to cleaning interiors and dashes, and even windows
that have film or small scratches. They seem to have
products to handle any occasion.
Check out their web site at :http://www.griotsga-

rage.com/
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Honduras Maroon
Fawn Beige
Almond Beige
Corona Cream
Seamist Turquoise

January, 2013
Jewel Blue
Twilight Turquoise
Midnight Blue
Arbor Green
Seafoam Green

Technical Dept.
Both Pat Olson and Roland Martin have voluntered
to field calls and emails from those who want technical advice on their Corvairs. Now of course they both
have been doing this for years. The only difference

now is that it’s official, and they have their names in
the Masthead of this newsletter. So don’t be shy, they
love early morning and late night calls!
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Annual Tulip Rallye
Date: Saturday, April 20th, 2013
Time: 8:00-9:00 am (Check in)
Place: Cascade Mall I-5 Exit 230

COME ONE, COME ALL! – We are back for our 32nd Annual Tulip Rallye.
This event is a gimmick rallye in place of time/distance checkpoints, so everyone will be able to compete
successfully. All you need is a sharp eye and a sense of humor. Please note – speed is not recommended!
Each car club (5-car minimum) will have a First Place finish. Non-club entrants can compete in the “open” class.
It is recommended that you pack a picnic lunch to enjoy along the way or at the end point while the scores are
being tabulated. There are restaurants along the tour route, but they can be rather crowded.
Pre-registration will close on April 15th. Any entries received after April 15th will be considered day of. Please
fill out the form below and send it along with $12.00 USD or $15.00 CDN per car to MGCCNWC at the address
shown below. The cost for day-of registration will be $15.00 (USD) or $18.00 (CDN). Your car number and
rallye information will be issued the day of the rallye. For more information call David Ellis @ (425) 277-1086 or
day of 425-691-0444 (cell).
Overnight accommodations are available at the Holiday Inn Express in Burlington (360-755-7338), or at the
Mariner Inn in Anacortes (360) 293-3545.
Please remember to bring along canned food items or cash for donations to a local food bank. The drop off
location this year will be at the start point, Cascade Mall.
Directions: From I-5 take exit 230 and head east on Highway 20. Take a right at stop light onto South
Burlington Blvd. Take a right onto Cascade Mall Drive. Go straight till you see the white tents.
See you there!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------YES!! I want to participate in the 32nd Annual Tulip Rallye!

NAME________________________________________________PHONE__________________ TYPE OF CAR (S)________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________________CITY___________________________STATE_______ZIP______________
EMAIL_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IF YOU BELONG TO A CAR CLUB, WHICH ONE? (please be specific)_____________________________________________________________________

Entry Fee for each car: $12 (USD) or $15 (CDN) advance, or $15 (USD) or $18 (CDN) day of event
Event Tee Shirt: Short Sleeve $15.00 (USD) $18.00 (CDN) MED___ LG ___ XL___ XXL ___
Pre-registration closes April 15, 2013
Make checks payable to MGCCNWC

TOTAL

Mail to: Tulip Rallye, c/o David Ellis, 1521 Eagle Ridge Drive S., Renton, WA 98055
425-277-1086 (425-691-0440--cell “day of”) or E-mail: tuliprallye@aol.com

$___________
$___________
$___________

The End

