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Through the Gears with Mike Klaus
October is a significant month for Corvair owners and Corvair lovers.
Not only is it Corvair’s Birthday month, it is also when the Great Western
Fan Belt Toss and Swap Meet occurs in Palm Springs, California. For 36
years, the Inland Empire Corvair Club has held this invitational event,
and each year it seems to get more popular!
Yours truly had the chance to attend again this year, and see more than
50 Corvairs and Ultras on display. There seemed to be a large collection
of forward controls on there, and a few for sale. One 1963 Greenbrier
was for sale that looked factory fresh. It had many miles on it, and the
owner had great stories of his family’s trips. He had been the Service
Manager at Banning Chevrolet, and had bought this particular Greenbrier new in 1963. I love to hear the stories, directly from the owners,
of how these cars have been such an important part of people’s lives.
Besides the cars, the swap meet is one of the best these days. With the
internet taking away many of the swap meet dealers, it is a surprise to
see at least 30 stands of Corvair parts set up. I went shopping on Friday,
before the crowds on Saturday, and I picked up two NOS bumpers for
my 63 Spyder! I am so excited to get them since I have been looking for
a couple of years… and I never expected to get NOS!
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The North Cascades Corvairs, (NCC) car club is chartered Chapter 982 of the Corvair Society of America, (CORSA). NCC serves the North Puget Sound region of Washington State and areas of the Lower Mainland of British
Columbia. Club membership is open to anyone who shares our interest in the Corvair automobile, ownership of
a Corvair is not required. Annual dues are $20, or $23 for non-CORSA members. We welcome all to join us at our
regular monthly meeting. Please contact Fred Croydon at 360-466-2266 or fredngale@wavecable.com for the
latest meeting date, time and location information.
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Continued from page 1
I’m sorry to say I didn’t see any other North Cascades
members at the Fan Belt Toss, like last year. This is
the time of year for me to make my winter migration to sunny California. I am now unpacked at my
house in Southern California, so I am missing most
of the North Cascade events this winter. I will try to
arrange my trips north to match up with planned
events.
I am happy to see a slate of officers for our club
come together. A big thank you to Dan Davis for
stepping forward to fill our President slot (whoops,
he still needs to be elected!). Dan is going to be
very busy with his deep involvement with the 2014
International CORSA Convention in Tacoma, so he
will need all of us to fill the North Cascades club
calendar and create some fun events. I am looking
forward to a great 2014 with my Corvair friends!

—Mike

I know a guy who’s addicted to brake
fluid. He says he can stop any time.

2014 Slate is Nominated
Here is a list of the positions that are available, and
those that are filled.

Empty
President

nominated:  Danny Davis

Vice President:

nominated:  Ron Zentner

Secretary

nominated:  Fred Croydon

Treasurer

Nominated:  Fred Croydon

Upcoming Events
No Meeting scheduled for November
The December meeting will be on:
Sunday the 15th, at the
Shelter Bay Clubhouse in La Conner.
We will start at 4:00 p.m. Dinner will start between
at about 5:00, to allow time for socializing. This will
be a potluck dinner with the Club providing the Turkey/Dressing/Mashed Potato as it did last year.
Members will be expected to contact Ron Zentner
so we have a count of those intending to be there,
but also with the side dish they plan to bring. Ron
will put out notices of this as we approach the date
so everyone will know who and what will be there.
Fred and Gale might be able to arrange for entertainment of some sort.

NCC Officer’s Duties
Fred C. has already sent out, by email, the  
“Officer’s Duties” section
of our club’s by-laws. It is Article V. This covers the
duties of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Secretary.
As Danny said so well at the meeting:  (and I paraphrase) “with a small club like ours, you need to
assume you will hold office in one or all of the positions, at some point in time.”
Please. We all have busy lives, but the Club is worth
a little bit of effort from each one of us. Thanks.

Filled
Web Master:

Dave Thompson

We have printed them again on the next page.

Newsletter Editor:

Gale Marple

					

—Gale
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If these By-Laws are hard to read, please go to our website:  http://northcascadescorvairs.weebly.com/

Mike sent us these photos from the fan belt toss. Looks nice and warm and sunny to me.
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Treasurer’s Report

Your editor gets the newsletters from Hagerty and
Hemmings Motor News, as do most (some?) of you.
When I find something that particularly interests me
that I think might interest some of you, I like to put
the photo and some of the text in. That is what I am
doing with this article.

Beginning Balance

$2329.58

No activity
Ending Balance 10/31/2013 $2329.58

(If you don’t like what I put in because it isn’t necessarily Corvair, please let me know. And in the same
email, send me an article You would like to see in
our newsletter. I don’t care if you wrote it, or found
it. If you think it would be of interest to our members, by all means, please send it. Thanks.)

There have been no changes to our
treasury this month.		
—Fred

—Gale

Mike with his two NOS bumpers.

1961 Facel Vega HK500
Ok, I’m going to show my ignorance here. This does
Not look like the American Vega I remember in the
70s. The name and number indicate to me that it is
European. Well, and the styling!
I love the forward-leaning front grill, and how the
four chrome posts at the corners of the hardtop are
at such wonderful angles. Then there is that slight
curve at the top of the sides. Oh yum. I would be
very proud to drive this car around. I’m guessing it
costs a bit more than the American Vegas, too.
This was an ad in Hemmings on October 24th. The
asking price was $115,000. The ad is no longer
there. Perhaps someone else bought my car.  Can
anyone tell me who build it and where?
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This photo was posted on the CorvairCwenter.com
forum by Corventure Dave. Nice set up. I want one.
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More Great Western Fan Belt Toss photos

Ultra Vans and their interiors at the GWFB Toss.
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Hurricane Ridge
Have you ever been to Hurricane Ridge? I hadn’t
even heard of it until my cousin from Arizona came
visiting, and requested to go there. I’m including it
here because it is a beautiful drive and an amazing
view, once you get there.
Not sure where or what it is? It is a viewpoint, just
south of Port Angeles, where you can see an amazing panarama of the Olympic mountains. It feels like
you are higher than most of those peaks.  I believe
they keep the road open all year, with a few exceptions.
If you are 62 or older, you can buy a $10 Senior Pass
online or at the entry booth. This lets you into this
park and all National Parks and Recreation areas
for free, for life. Not a bad deal.

					

—Gale
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Corvair Carburetors
I thought I would wrap up the story I started last
August about carburetors, but that is not going to
happen. Just another chapter in my learning curve.
It is pretty clear in my mind that a lean fuel/air
mixture can cause surging while on a steady, no
load, throttle. I fought that problem with my 140 for
a couple of years, and didn’t realize it was a lean mixture. Other folks with 140’s have told me they have
some of the same surging. Bob Helt’s carb book was
the first clue to a cause. He described the condition I
was experiencing, and said it was “usually caused by
a lean mixture condition.”
After discussing the situation with a guy that has
a business of rebuilding Corvair carbs, I ordered a
couple of 1965 primary carbs, to be set up with the
main jets that were appropriate for those carbs.
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That should put the fuel/air mixture on the rich side
of the curve. As I check the plugs after running a
tank of gas, it does seem like I am just slightly rich,
with a little bit of carbon black on the plugs.
The key point here is that I do not have the
surging. I will run it like this for a couple of months,
gather data on MPG, and monitor the plugs. I may
then change the main jets to the normal .051” recommended for the 1965 140 primaries, and monitor
the results.
By the way, the polished inside of the carb looks fantastic. Hate to cover it up with the air cleaner

					

—Fred.

He explained that he enlarges the fuel inlet passage
to 5/16”, smoothes and polishes the throat, removes
the air horn protrusion, thins and balances the
venturi cluster, along with a couple of other things.
This allows more air to flow through, probably in the
range of 10 to 15 percent more air volume. That,
along with the fact of the poor quality gas available
today, as compared to that available in 1965, indicated I should go up one size on the jet, to .052”.

The End.
Here is what fall looks like along side State Hwy 534.
I was on my way to Hwy 9 from Conway.
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